
APRIL 24-25, 2026

BBQ COMPETITION
RULES & GUIDELINES

tinyurl.com/pitmaster2026



Dear Barbeque Teams:
On behalf of the Pitmasters in Paradise Team, we would like to thank you for your
interest in participating in the 1  Annual Pitmasters in Paradise Competition.st

tinyurl.com/pitmaster2026

OVERVIEW OF EVENTS

Thursday, April 23rd
Team check-in begins 
Team Kick Off Celebration 

Friday, April 24th
Cooks’ Meeting
Event Open to the Public
Ancillary Competitions
   Sauce Turn In
   Dessert Turn In
   Margarita Turn In
Event Closed to Public

Saturday, April 25th
Event Open to Public
Professional Contest Judging
   Chicken Turn In
   Pork Ribs Turn In
   Beef Brisket Turn In
   Pork Turn In
Awards
Headliner Concert

12:00 pm
6:00 pm

3:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 pm

10:00 am

12:00 pm
12:30 pm
1:00 pm
1:30 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

(Times are subject to change. You will be notified of any changes at the Cook’s Meeting.)
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2026 AWARDS
GRAND CHAMPION: $3,000

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION: $1,800
3  Overall: $1,000     4  Overall: $800     5  Overall: $600rd th th

CATEGORY WINNERS

1  Place:  $350st

2  Place:  $275nd

3  Place:  $200rd

4  Place:  $150th

5  Place:  $125th

6  Place:  $100th

7  Place:  $90th

8  Place:  $85th

9  Place:  $75th

10  Place:  $50th

Chicken, Pork Ribs, Beef Brisket, Pork

ANCILLARY COMPETITIONS

1  Place:  $250     2  Place:  $200     3  Place:  $150st nd rd

Sauce, Dessert, Margarita
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SAUCE COMPETITION
ENTRY FEE:

SAUCE:

GARNISH:

CONTAINER:

TURN IN:

PRIZES:

$25.00 per entry. Teams may submit multiple paid entries.

Must prepare enough for six (6) judges. You will be provided
with a 16oz. container.

No Garnish will be allowed.

You are REQUIRED to present your entry in the standard
16 oz. pre-number container.
Entries must be submitted in its container at 6:00 pm on
Friday, April 24th
Cash prizes will be awarded to the top three (3) entries. This
amount will be a flat rate:

1  PLACE: $250ST

2  PLACE: $200ND

3  PLACE: $150RD
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DESSERT COMPETITION
ENTRY FEE:

DESSERT:

GARNISH:

CONTAINER:

TURN IN:

PRIZES:

$25.00 per entry. Teams may submit multiple paid entries.

Dessert entries may be prepared off-site, but may not be
purchased from a store. Must prepare enough for six (6) judges.

Anything goes. Any obvious effort to identify the source of
entry will be considered marking and will receive a score of “1”.

You may present your dessert in any manner, however we are
NOT responsible for returning any trays, bowls, decorations,
etc. Be sure to affix the number on top of the turn-in
presentation. The container cannot be larger than one person
can carry
Entries must be submitted at 6:30 pm on Friday, April 24th

Cash prizes will be awarded to the top three (3) entries. This
amount will be a flat rate:

1  PLACE: $250ST

2  PLACE: $200ND

3  PLACE: $150RD
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MARGARITA COMPETITION
ENTRY FEE:

MARGARITA:

GARNISH:

CONTAINER:

TURN IN:

PRIZES:

$25.00 per entry. Teams may submit multiple paid entries.

Put your own spin on a Margarita using Tequila. Cocktails must
be prepared onsite. Must prepare enough for six (6) judges.

Anything goes. Any obvious effort to identify the source of
entry will be considered marking and will receive a score of “1”.

You should present your entry in appropriate vessels, however,
we are NOT responsible for returning any glasses, trays,
decorations, etc. Be sure to affix the number on top of the
turn-in presentation. The container cannot be larger than one
person can carry.

Entries must be submitted at 7:00 pm on Friday, April 24th

Cash prizes will be awarded to the top three (3) entries. This
amount will be a flat rate:

1  PLACE: $250ST

2  PLACE: $200ND

3  PLACE: $150RD
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RULES & PROCEDURES
NON-BBQ COMPETITION CONCESSIONS
Any food, drinks, or other items to be sold or dispensed at Pitmasters in Paradise must be
approved by the event organizers. The Pitmasters in Paradise organization reserves the right to
refuse vending privileges. Under NO circumstances can alcoholic beverages be distributed
(given away or sold) to the general public.

VEHICLES
All team member vehicles that do not fit in the designated team RV site must be parked in the
overflow parking lot adjacent to the front gate of Camp Margaritaville.

SIGNAGE
In consideration of our event sponsors, we require that teams display only one sign of corporate
logo identification, no larger than 2' x 5' and no higher than eight feet off the ground. Teams not
identifying corporate sponsorship may have larger signs that specified, but no inflatable bottles
or large balloons are allowed on cook team sites. The event organizers reserve the right to make
the final determination of what is acceptable on all signage.

ARRIVAL AND CHECK-IN
Arrival and check-in details will be sent to you in your pre-event package that will be sent the
first week of April. You will receive your space assignment upon arrival. You may arrive to begin
set up any time after 12:00 pm on Thursday, April 23 . If you need to make any other arrival
arrangements, please contact Pitmasters@campmargaritavilleauburndale.com.

rd

COOKS’ MEETING
The Cooks’ Meeting will be held on Friday, April 24  at 3:00 pm. This is a mandatory meeting.
Final instructions and containers for submitting entries will be given at this meeting. It will be
held in the Retreat Room at Camp Margaritaville.

th
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RULES & PROCEDURES
COMPETITION MEAT INSPECTION
Meat inspection will be available at 9:00 am on Friday. Uncooked meat must be kept below 40
degrees. A cooler with ice is acceptable. Cooked food must be kept above 140 degrees. It is the
responsibility of each cook team to follow these guidelines and all teams are subject to random
verification checks.

SUPPLIES
Each team shall supply all of their own meat, cooking ingredients, individual cooking devices,
utensils, prep tables, fire extinguishers, etc. Please note: provided for you is a regulation cooking
area, electricity and water hook ups. All teams must adhere to all electrical, fire, food safety, and
other codes and rules set forth by Pitmasters in Paradise or other legal entities.

TEAM NAME & CONDUCT
During registration, each team must submit an official name that cannot be changed. A cook
team shall consist of a chief cook and as many assistants as desired as long as they fit inside your
cooking area. The event organizers expects that good taste will be used - not only in your
cooking, but in your area as well. We want each team to have a good time, and we want a good
family atmosphere for those who attend. 
The chief cook is responsible for the conduct of his / her team and guests.

CAUSES FOR DISQUALIFICATION / DISCIPLINARY ACTION
a. Excessive consumption of alcoholic beverages
b. Use of controlled substances
c. Foul, abusive or unacceptable language
d. Excessive noise, especially during resort “quiet hours”
e. Failure to adhere to instruction from the Pitmasters in Paradise team
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RULES & PROCEDURES
SPACE REQUIREMENTS
Contestants must stay within the boundaries of their allocated cook site. Please keep in mind
that equipment (including RV) must fit inside your site. Please note that teams may not sleep
overnight in tents. Additional lodging is available to reserve if teams are not bringing RV.

Teams must utilized the provided drop sheet under their cook equipment to prevent damage to
the Camp Margaritaville RV Site.

TEAR DOWN
You may not tear down prior to the Awards Ceremony at 5:00 pm on Saturday, April 25 .
Teams must vacate their cook site by 11:00 am on Sunday, April 26 . 

th
th

OTHER RULES & REGULATIONS
Teams must enter all four (4) food categories to be eligible for the Grand Championship. 

Teams must do the Vendor Application if they’d like to be considered as a vendor at the event. 

The Pitmasters in Paradise team reserves the right to make additional rules or changes as the
situation warrants. All decisions of the Event Team are final. Violations of the Pitmasters in
Paradise rules and regulations may result in disqualification and expulsion from the grounds and
/ or disqualification from future participation in the event.


